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Black voloanic ridged rose between the swa y ;
and eut of the #outh under the nmoon su:. came = hozsg;a;f gg%g:nwggaﬁgii,
a:llﬂ. Cattle Mam, returning from a s:le of cattde, in the State of
n.:lnnhna. At an Arroyo he fell into an ambush, being captured by five

iecan bandits, who stripped him, and were about to finish him,

A youig Texan, Buch Anderson, came surging down upon the scene
of the hold-up, His first intention wa: to tear it in with = brace of
gund; but he changed his mind as he came on in full gallop, loosing his
rope, and swinging Ximx for the cast with a wide loop. e took the whole
gio », then as the horse braced to the Strain, he lept frdm the saddle.

o wing horse held the group of bandits, while Buck, with a wide grin
on his fage, turned loose with & double roll, The bandits made their
surrender, and greet was the relief and gratitude of 0l1d Adams, of this

youngster who had saved his life and had done it with the skill

daring
of the old times.,

This scene dissolves into the interior of the Adams-MoFmazland
_yanch housej "So that's how he saved me, and that's why I gave him a

b on the ranch, and-that's why I say he is the enly men to take our
y across the border,

-

his partner to finish talking -
. money should get over
| the job he thinks

»
-

*lot, partner” .
Adams it started the argument afresh.

he cow-hanids had listened to0 the conversation.
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ting the fence

ibed him to a post,

s but the broad grin,
At that the Foreman

opping outside the

he had overheard, where

own busir
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eliver that money by

s but ho Mg to get it there?" asked Adams.
"1 suggest,"sald Lacey "That lig. Mefarland and + make the trip so
long as we are not scemn leaving, there s not the slighteat danger".

Moraxxgnd agreecd, Adams oOpposed the suggestion, and they argued

Meanwhile, having shown Buck that she cared for him, Virginia
gstarted for the house. Buck mounted his howse, and wawed goodbye to her
as he rode away.

While the pertners were still in argument, and Adams was yielding
in ddsgust, Lacey saw, in the mirror that Virginia was coming through the
doorway. He had a chance here of getting Virginia to go on the trip.
Loosing no time, he suggested that licFarland keep the plan secret from his
daughter bectuse she would want to go.

again,
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True to his insight, and to the satonishment of both p: rtners,
of Virginia's presence, she atepped forward:-

\
"Is that so, Mr, Lacey? Where ever Dad goes,l go."

Disgusted, Adame left the house, while Virginia coaxed her
father to let her go.

Adans rodg, and found Buck out on the rangh.

"My partner"”, he said,"is leaving with his daughter and Lacey
this aftermoon to cross the border. They'll take the buckboard and carry
a wallet containing a 1ar§e gsum of money, 1 don't like the scheme., I
have suspicions, - Buck, want you to trail them.

Buek had his own suspicions too, and was glad of the chance to
ptect the girl he now loved.

At the ramch tho: prepared the buckboard for the trip. The Foreman
eting wi hrn, whm ho instructed to disguise them-

-

hit the trail, taking
©® would be a@able to over-
rd, and teep constant watch without
. mountain pessage would have meant cer-

the poin they crossed the boumdry, licFarland drove
' th nnvdangorou. The buckboard was delayed
o By

ead by Lacey,broke
a-u 41-.-4-‘).--.0 n-P Annt+h anmmall 1ad

oma.n. who was then
- ‘w-v‘.' vv--'-’-—.w—
speed. Buck wit-
Virginia or her
gle casily out of
behind some bushes.
nsequences Buck
« The chase was
"robbers brought
s their hang-out.
who had been bound and
the bandits made head:

<«

o8t , TAVE ind found it again some dis-
}¢ in the rear, IHis horse was done to a turn. e rode up to the cover
arest the cabina, where he left his horse, and sbouted the position afoot

Before parting with the animal he took his rope, which he tucked at
the Hondo within his loose gun-belt,

In one of the cabins, Lacey and his bandits were tulkinﬁ Lacey's
intentions was to take Virgim only, traveling further into Nexico, He
instructed one of his men take some food to McFarland and to use that
pretext for untieing him. Then he was to leave the door open, and when
MoFarland attempted to escape, shoot him,

The man carried out Lace;'s instructions, and stood outsidetthe cabi

window with @ rifle in his ha.nu waiting for the attempted escape. Then
oame Buck from behind, who knowked the bandit unconseious. Buck decofded to
atiack the cabin which happened to be that oconpiod by the bandits, While
he approached the front door, one of Lacey's men detailed for semsry, left

by the back door. Buck drew his guns, kicked the front door opened, and
the surprised men raised their hands in surrender, He made them put their
on the table, and forced Lacey to deliver over the stolen money,which

Buck thrust into his own shirt-front.
N P \,\_\ﬂ%
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49 wags reaching for his rope, when the men who had left by tho back
door, slipped in the front emtrance behind Puck. He pinioned Buck from
behind, knocking the gumse from his hands, - .

' Using an old wrestling trick, Buck threw the captor over his head
lamnching him into the ocrowd behind the table, The bandits might as well
have attached a licm for the fight was terrific. Buck used up a little
furniture for weapoms. The only bandit who had consciousness enough
ocovered Buck with a gun, and fired, bdut not in tine to dodge the chair
which Buck flung at his head. Bo Buck got out.

ligfarland had released Vi a, and a: they came into the open they
faged Buck, Hurriedly instruct lofarlend to get & horse, Buck hurried V
Virginia to another horse, secured his own and was just starting away when
the bullits begun to fly, dangerously close. The bandits had recovered,
g0t to the remaining horses, and before lMeFarland could get awap, they
tnocked hir senseless, They then started in pursuit of Buck and Virginia,
Jere was furious riding all night, and in the dawn Buek held a pass be-
n two high rocks. He instructed Virginia they must part, and he
er retroat ‘ howed her which way to go, then took a
hims. ) while Virginia made her eseape.

ig of the mountain,shoot®
1 & e, He wgs getting clear
y Whem § ” sder him, #eo*scrambled to his feet
vand ran for™® "~ He o road where an excited Mexican farmer with
his team was hunting cover, uzpumg that Mexican Bandits were raiding

he countryside. Buck had no trouble in getting the seared Mexican off

. Ho zeois he rig, and drove headl down a perilous road

5. prec - was old and took desperate
“Ween ¢ af Virgigia, of the men with

= R . Rl dmpniddts wera alose on bBuok'e
I e ——

g ; I - ahm.

the wheels werTe
s and Buck jumped
ts pulled up and

he, that Iks escape was
’ o The bandits
d Virginia came

, i Buck but Vir-
- , of his gang had
-t em, he suddsnly
y, and turn their
them covered the

Bueck held his breath, watching out of the cormer of his eyes for a
chances The bandits with their hands up, hearing the foreman getting
away, turned around, grebbed their weapomns, and fired; trying to halt
him, They loranblo& to their horses, the lact one to mou:t was just
starting when Buck, quick as a flash, jumped to his feet, cast with his
rope, and threw the horses and rider, He 'ocmd the horse for himself,
and followed. During the chase I-acg and Yir & were approaching the
Mexican railroad near the border. ere stoof an engine, withb tender and
flat car beaide & working crew engaged in putting out dangerous grass
fires along the railroad tracks. When close to the tracks the foremen's
horse plunged, shot from under him by the bandits. Lacey got elear,
dragged Virginia from her horse, and in desperation foreed the erew to
unepuple the flat-gcar from the tender, made the frightemed girl climb
into the cab. Lacey opemed the throttle and started away. Buck saw

the bandits trying to head off the engine, and realized at once what
Lacy had done, and taking & perilous ghort cut, Buck made for the top
of the tunnel which the engine must come through., He dismounted,and
8lid down the slope Over the top of the tumnel. As the engine came
through he took the only chance and slid gfrom the edge of the tunnel
opening. He dropped into the hendé#, and was badly hurt, but this did
not atop him, He attacked Lacey. They were evenly matched, and in their
tish: came very near falling betweem the tender and the engine, and the
wheels. 3
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The grass fire had sprecd to the brifge and it was being con-
sumed in flames. V. e gsow this and soreamed. Buck succecded in
- knoeking out getting the mongye Thero was no tie to sto
the engine, and burning timbers would not carry its woight. Wi
'< his arm cround Virginia, the only chance left, Buck loaped from tho
cabin to the river below, where he swan to safety om the bank. ihen
the engine oraghed thro the burning timbers of the burning bridge,
it threw Lagey eleer, but he was left wiconscious in shallow water

cloge besldo the bank,

The Mexicen raillroad crew had reported ti the Ruralee who
started in pursuit.

It wag lote that day when old Man Adanms worried, anda: yot with
no news, looked and saw Buck afo>t helping V .’Bothofthomu-
hansted, He raon them, In the meantime Nclar. govered with dust,
and exhangted had secured the aid of a ligxican te mster who drove hinm

} hicgelf with raﬂrmnm heaxrd the atory
. two can Zurunles, leading

- horse, and had his wrists
n the rosdwaye. Adams lost
: Bho prisoner to lexican Jus-
ER parted Mefarlend come up, who for
s - was to surremder to irate partner.

' And Buck and Virginie went om, locked in each others arms,
the sunsets
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